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CAUSE NO. __________
EDGAR RAUL ACOSTA,
INDIVIDUALLY, AND AS
REPRESENTATIVE OF THE ESTATE
OF AXEL ACOSTA, DECEASED,
GLEYSY SIMEONI, ON BEHALF OF
MINOR CHILD G.S., ADRIAN
GALVAN, JR., ADYAMI GIL DE
LAMADRID, ALEXIA PENA,
ALEXIA TORRES, ALEXIS
SAMANTHA GRAY, ALYSSA
CURIEL, ADAM EKLEBERRY,
ANGELINA FLORES
ON BEHALF OF MINOR CHILDREN
O.J.R. and F.C.R., ANNE-MARIE
COWART FAVORITI,
INDIVIDUALLY, AND ON BEHALF
OF MINOR CHILD, C.M.F.,
ARIANNA MEDLIN, ARIONA
CISNEROS, AYXA LARA,
CHRISTOPHER GONZALEZ,
BRIANNA SANCHEZ, BRITTANY
CASTANEDA, BRITTANY GARZA,
CHARLES ALFORD, CHASE
PERALES, CRUZ V.
RAMIREZ-CERON ON BEHALF
OF MINOR CHILD B.S., DARIAN
ALEXANDRIA ECHEVARRIAJUARBE, DEJUAN ADAMS, DENISE
STALCUP ON BEHALF OF MINOR
CHILD A.S., DERRICK DAY, DEVIN
PROPES, DOMINIQUE
CHRISTOPHER, EMALAY
WOZNIAK, EMILY CARBAJAL,
ERIK SIFUENTES, GABRIELA
ALEJANDRA RODRIGUEZ,
GERLEENA CALHOUN ON BEHALF
OF MINOR CHILD B.W., HEIDI
ORTIZ, IRENA PEREZ, IZAK
ISMAEL CARBAJAL, JASMINE
RANGEL, JODI VELLA
INDIVIDUALLY, AND ON BEHALF
OF MINOR CHILD A.G., JOSEPH
VILLARREAL, KASSANDRA
TORRES, KATRINA MCCUEN,
KIMBERLY SANCHEZ, LEANN
GERMAN, LETHANIEL ORDELL,
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IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF

LORAN SALINAS, MALCOM AVERY
JOHNSON, OMAR LUNA, PATRICK
EDWARD TAPAYAN, PEGGY
VARGAS ON BEHALF OF MINOR
CHILD J.F.E., PENNIE JACKSON,
SAMANTHA CERDA, TYLER
VARGAS, VICTOR HERNANDEZ,
JR., INDIVIDUALLY, AND
ON BEHALF OF MINOR
CHILD V.J.H., VICTORIA
STOCKMAN, YASMIN
GONZALEZ, YOLANDA
ALMENDAREZ, LARISSA
TORRES, ON BEHALF
OF MINOR CHILD R.T., ANDREW
SOSA, JIMMY LEAL, KEITH
SCHEFFIELD, LANA BLACKMAN
ON BEHALF OF MINOR CHILD
W.B., JAMES COSTELLO, JORGE
OLVERA, ANGEL JAVIER SILVA,
JR., EVONNE CARDENAS,
INDIVIDUALLY AND ON BEHALF
OF MINOR CHILD C.D., ROSA
SERENO ON BEHALF OF MINOR
CHILD I.S., JESUS ULYSES MEJIA,
JAVIER VERA, MARIA SHIPLEY,
INDIVIDUALLY AND ON BEHALF
OF MINOR CHILDREN N.S. AND J.S.,
SALMA RUIZ SANDOVAL,
SHIRLINA MOHAMED ON BEHALF
OF MINOR CHILD F.P., LETICIA
LONG, JORGE LOPEZ ON BEHALF
OF MINOR CHILD G.L., TIMOTHY
CORNETT, JUAN TENIENTE,
DESHAWN JONES, LUIS
RODRIGUEZ, JR., ALAIHN
VASQUEZ, DANIEL VASQUEZ,
IGNACIO LARA, JR., ERIK
GIRALDEZ, JUAN GARZA,
GILBERT VASQUEZ, III, JASON
RODRIGUEZ, IZABELLA RAMIREZ,
EMMANUEL VARGAS, LINDSAY
ELAINE AYALA, KAELYN AYALA,
RASHAWNDA BROOKS ON BEHALF
OF MINOR CHILD S.B., STEPHAN
JAMES HESTER, JOSE RODRIGUEZ,
CHRISTIAN HINOJOSA, BRYAN
RODRIGUEZ, NICOLAS ALVAREZ,
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ALEX LONGORIA, XENN FRIETZE,
JESIKAH RICHMOND, ON BEHALF
OF MINOR CHILD C.G., ETHAN
GREEN, TIM SHARKEY, GREGORIO
VILLANUEVA, GERARDO A.
VILLANUEVA, NICOLAS
MELENDEZ, ERICA SUTTON, JUAN
GUERRERO, MARKEYONNA
BENTON, HORTENCIA FRAUSTO,
BRENDA STRAYTON, MICHAEL
CARPENTER, JUAN GARCIA,
DAMETRICE POTTS, MARIAH
OCHA, ANDRE BOOKER, DESIREE
GRACIA, ADELA ALVAREZ,
PHILLIP CONN ON BEHALF OF
MINOR CHILD A.C., MADISON
DIES, MICHAEL RASSI ON BEHALF
OF MINOR CHILD A.R., JACOB
HERNANDEZ, JEREMY CORTINAS,
and SELENA ELIZONDO,
Plaintiffs,

v.
APPLE, INC., JACQUES BERMAN
WEBSTER, II aka TRAVIS SCOTT,
ABREY GRAHAM aka DRAKE,
TRISTAR SPORTS &
ENTERTAINMENT GROUP,
CACTUS JACK RECORDS, LLC,
GRAND HUSTLE MANAGEMENT,
INC. d/b/a GRAND HUSTLE
RECORDS, EPIC RECORDS, INC.
d/b/a EPIC RECORDS, ASM
GLOBAL, LLC, ASM GLOBAL
PARENT, INC., SCOREMORE
HOLDINGS, LLC, SCOREMORE
LLC, SCOREMORE, MGMT, LLC,
SASCHA STONE
GUTTFREUND, LIVE NATION
WORLDWIDE, INC., LIVE NATION
ENTERTAINMENT, INC., DARRYL
LAMONTE PLATT,
CONTEMPORARY SERVICES
CORPORATION, APEX SECURITY,
MARK MILLER, KEITH DREW
BUTLER, FUSE TECHNICAL
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JUDICIAL DISTRICT
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GROUP, LLC, PARADOCS
WORLDWIDE, Inc. d/b/a PARADOCS
EVENT MEDICAL SERVICES,
SOUTH TEXAS EMS, LLC,
RE:SOURCE EVENT GROUP, LLC,
STATE PATROL SERVICES, LLC
d/b/a SPS SECURITY, VALLE
SECURITY TEXAS, LLC, TREY
HICKS, and Harris County Sports &
Convention Corporation,
Defendants.
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JURY TRIAL DEMANDED

PLAINTIFFS’ ORIGINAL PETITION

I.
INTRODUCTION
On November 5, 2021, well over 50,000 mostly young people attended a two-day concert
put on by Travis Scott and the other Defendants, and live streamed by Apple Music. Before the
first night of the concert was through, eight of the concertgoers were dead, two others died days
later, and scores of others were severely injured. One of the deceased is twenty-one-year-old Axel
Acosta. Axel was crushed by the incited, unruly and out-of-control crowd with such force that he
could no longer breath; with such force that the air in his lungs was literally slowly squeezed out
of him, sending his heart into cardiac arrest. When Axel collapsed, he was trampled by those
fighting to prevent themselves from being crushed. As he lay there under a mass of humanity,
dying, the music played and streamed on—for almost forty minutes. When Axel was finally
removed from the thick of human bodies by a few good Samaritans, he lay lifeless on the wet,
littered grass at the edge of the chaos, while frantic and understaffed medical professionals worked
to restart his heart—to no avail. Axel died that night on the muddy ground at a concert he attended
for fun. Axel Acosta loved and adored Travis Scott and the other performers at Astroworld—the
feeling was not mutual; certainly, neither Travis Scott nor his exclusive partners, streaming
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service, record labels, handlers, entourage, managers, agents, hangers on, promoters, organizers,1
or sponsors cared enough about Axel Acosta and the other concertgoers to make an even minimal
effort to keep them safe.
The victims on that night went to Astroworld for fun. Neither they nor their families were
ever warned that they were walking into an extremely dangerous situation. The deaths and injuries
that occurred were needless2 and senseless, and the suffering caused the families and all others
involved will be endless. This case is brought by more than 125 victims of the Defendants’
senseless gross negligence. The damages sought are those for the loss of mental and physical
health, and human life. The Plaintiffs bring this case, in this Honorable Court, seeking more
than $750,000,000. No amount of money will ever make these Plaintiffs whole; no amount of
money can restore human life. But, the damages sought in this case attempts to fix, help, or make
up for the harms and losses suffered by these Plaintiffs—nothing more and nothing less. The
quantum sought includes sufficient punitive damages to punish and make an example of all
involved in the streaming, promotion, organization and failed execution of the concert, and also to
encourage those who engage in such activity in the future to do so with safety at the forefront, not
just as an afterthought.3

1

The Plaintiffs have been offered a full refund for the cost of the concert. Such offer is a transparent and grotesque
effort of the Defendants to limit their liability, after the fact, to the families of those killed or injured. These Defendants
will no doubt argue that their exposure is limited to the price of the ticket, and, failing that, will attempt to force all
concertgoers—regardless of their age or adequate notice--into binding arbitration, so a jury trial can be avoided.
Attempts in this regard are based on a hidden legal language that is difficult to find for an attorney, and is rarely if
ever seen by the concert goer.
2
The concertgoers were placed in needless endangerment. Needless endangerment is always negligent—in this case
grossly negligent. No one exercising ordinary care ever needlessly endangers anyone; prudent promoters and
organizers of concerts simply do not needlessly endanger anyone. It is axiomatic that, when there are two available
ways to accomplish the same benefit and the second safest choice contains some danger and the first safest choice
does not, then failing to choose the safer choice is unreasonable, and negligent. Safer is always better. Second safest
is never good enough. “Safe enough” does not count, especially when the activities involve children. The bottom line
is this: nothing is safe enough when it allows danger when a safer choice can achieve the identical benefit .
3
Webster has indicated that he intends to pay for the funeral expenses of the deceased. He has made sure that his
intentions in this regard were publicly reported. The Acosta family would rather Webster have privately spent money
on proper planning, adequate security and medical staff before the concert, instead of publicly stating that he would
pay for the funerals of those that were crushed and killed. Webster’s efforts, regardless of their insincerity, are far too
little, and far too late.
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II.
DISCOVERY CONTROL PLAN
This case is intended to be governed by Discovery Level 3.
III.
PARTIES
Plaintiff Edgar Raul Acosta, as next friend of Axel Acosta, deceased, resides in Washington
state.
Plaintiff Gleysy Simeoni, is an individual, residing in Harris County, Texas. She is the
guardian of minor child G.S.
Plaintiff Adrian Galvan, Jr. is an individual, residing in Harris County, Texas.
Plaintiff Adyami Gil De Lamadrid is an individual, residing in Harris County, Texas.
Plaintiff Alexia Pena is an individual, residing in Harris County, Texas.
Plaintiff Alexia Torres is an individual, residing in Harris County, Texas.
Plaintiff Alexis Samantha Gray is an individual, residing in Harris County, Texas.
Plaintiff Alyssa Curiel is an individual, residing in Harris County, Texas.
Plaintiff Adam Ekleberry is an individual, residing in Denton County, Texas.
Plaintiff Angelina Flores, filing on behalf of two minor children O.J.R and F.C.R, is an
individual, residing in Hidalgo County, Texas.
Plaintiff Anne-Marie Cowart Favoriti, filing on behalf of herself and the minor child C.M.F.
is an individual, residing in Harris County, Texas.
Plaintiff Arianna Medlin is an individual, residing in Harris County, Texas.
Plaintiff Ariona Cisneros is an individual, residing in Harris County, Texas.
Plaintiff Ayxa Lara is an individual, residing in Harris County, Texas.
Plaintiff Christopher Gonzalez is an individual, residing in Hidalgo County, Texas.
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Plaintiff Brianna Sanchez is an individual, residing in Harris County, Texas.
Plaintiff Brittany Castaneda is an individual, residing in Galveston County, Texas.
Plaintiff Brittany Garza is an individual, residing in Texas.
Plaintiff Charles Alford is an individual, residing in Kings County, New York.
Plaintiff Chase Perales is an individual, residing in Texas.
Plaintiff Cruz V. Ramirez-Ceron, filing on behalf of minor child B.S., is an individual,
residing in Harris County, Texas.
Plaintiff Darian Alexandria Echevarria-Juarbe is an individual, residing in Harris County,
Texas.
Plaintiff Dejuan Adams is an individual, residing in Fort Bend County, Texas.
Plaintiff Denise Stalcup, filing on behalf of minor child A.S., is an individual, residing in
Montgomery County, Texas.
Plaintiff Derrick Day is an individual, residing in Harris County, Texas.
Plaintiff Devin Propes is an individual, residing in Texas.
Plaintiff Dominique Christopher is an individual, residing in Harris County, Texas.
Plaintiff Emalay Wozniak is an individual, residing in Montgomery County, Texas.
Plaintiff Emily Carbajal is an individual, residing in Texas.
Plaintiff Erik Sifuentes is an individual, residing in Harris County, Texas.
Plaintiff Gabriela Alejandra Rodriguez is an individual, residing in Hidalgo County, Texas.
Plaintiff Gerleena Calhoun, filing on behalf of minor child B.W., is an individual, residing
in Cuyohoga County, Ohio.
Plaintiff Heidi Ortiz is an individual, residing in Harris County, Texas.
Plaintiff Irena Perez is an individual, residing in Harris County, Texas.
Plaintiff Izak Ismael Carbajal is an individual, residing in Harris County, Texas.

7

Plaintiff Jasmine Rangel is an individual, residing in Texas.
Plaintiff Jodi Vella, filing on behalf of minor child A.G., is an individual, residing in
Galveston County, Texas.
Plaintiff Joseph Villarreal is an individual, residing in Harris County, Texas.
Plaintiff Kassandra Torres is an individual, residing in Brazoria County, Texas.
Plaintiff Katrina McCuen is an individual, residing in Galveston County, Texas.
Plaintiff Kimberly Sanchez is an individual, residing in Harris County, Texas.
Plaintiff Leann German is an individual, residing in Texas.
Plaintiff Lethaniel Ordell is an individual, residing in Willoughby County, Ohio.
Plaintiff Loran Salinas is an individual, residing in Harris County, Texas.
Plaintiff Malcom Avery Johnson is an individual, residing in Baltimore County, Maryland.
Plaintiff Omar Luna is an individual, residing in Los Angeles County, California.
Plaintiff Patrick Edward Tapayan is an individual, residing in Travis County, Texas.
Plaintiff Peggy Vargas, filing on behalf of minor child J.F.E., is an individual, residing in
Harris County, Texas.
Plaintiff Pennie Jackson is an individual, residing in Harris County, Texas.
Plaintiff Samantha Cerda is an individual, residing in Harris County, Texas.
Plaintiff Tyler Vargas is an individual, residing in Harris County, Texas.
Plaintiff Victor Hernandez, Jr., filing on behalf of himself and the minor child V.J.H. is an
individual, residing in Harris County, Texas.
Plaintiff Victoria Stockman is an individual, residing in Travis County, Texas.
Plaintiff Yasmin Gonzalez is an individual, residing in Texas.
Plaintiff Yolanda Almendarez is an individual, residing in Harris County, Texas.
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Plaintiff Larissa Torres, filing on behalf of minor child R.T., is an individual, residing in
Harris County, Texas.
Plaintiff Andrew Sosa is an individual, residing in Hidalgo County, Texas.
Plaintiff Jimmy Leal is an individual, residing in Harris County, Texas.
Plaintiff Keith Scheffield is an individual, residing in Harris County, Texas.
Plaintiff Lana Blackman, filing on behalf of minor child W.B., is an individual, residing in
Bell County, Texas.
Plaintiff James Costello is an individual, residing in Harris County, Texas.
Plaintiff Jorge Olvera is an individual, residing in Harris County, Texas.
Plaintiff Angel Javier Silva, Jr. is an individual, residing in Harris County, Texas.
Plaintiff Evonne Cardenas, filing on behalf of herself and the minor child C.D., is an
individual, residing in Harris County, Texas.
Plaintiff Rosa Sereno, filing on behalf of minor child L.S., is an individual, residing in Harris
County, Texas.
Plaintiff Jesus Ulyses Mejia is an individual, residing in Harris County, Texas.
Plaintiff Javier Vera is an individual, residing in Harris County, Texas.
Plaintiff Maria Shipley, filing on behalf of herself and the minor children N.S. and J.S., is an
individual, residing in Harris County, Texas.
Plaintiff Salma Ruiz Sandoval is an individual, residing in Hidalgo County, Texas.
Plaintiff Shirlina Mohamed, filing on behalf of minor child F.P., is an individual, residing
in Harris County, Texas.
Plaintiff Leticia Long is an individual, residing in Harris County, Texas.
Plaintiff Jorge Lopez, filing on behalf of minor child G.L., is an individual, residing in Texas.
Plaintiff Timothy Cornett is an individual, residing in Galveston County, Texas.
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Plaintiff Juan Teniente is an individual, residing in Dallas County, Texas.
Plaintiff Deshawn Jones is an individual, residing in Harris County, Texas.
Plaintiff Luis Rodriguez, Jr. is an individual, residing in Harris County, Texas.
Plaintiff Aliahn Vasquez is an individual, residing in Hidalgo County, Texas.
Plaintiff Daniel Vasquez is an individual, residing in Texas.
Plaintiff Ignacio Lara, Jr. is an individual, residing in Harris County, Texas.
Plaintiff Erik Giraldez is an individual, residing in Texas.
Plaintiff Juan Garza is an individual, residing in Harris County, Texas.
Plaintiff Gilbert Vasquez, III is an individual, residing in Harris County, Texas.
Plaintiff Jason Rodriguez is an individual, residing in Harris County, Texas.
Plaintiff Izabella Ramirez is an individual, residing in Galveston County, Texas.
Plaintiff Emmanuel Vargas is an individual, residing in Harris County, Texas.
Plaintiff Lindsay Elaine Ayala is an individual, residing in Harris County, Texas.
Plaintiff Kaelyn Ayala is an individual, residing in Harris County, Texas.
Plaintiff Rashawnda Brooks, filing on behalf of minor child S.B., is an individual, residing
in Harris County, Texas.
Plaintiff Stephan James Hester is an individual, residing in Harris County, Texas.
Plaintiff Jose Rodriguez is an individual, residing in Dallas County, Texas.
Plaintiff Christian Hinojosa is an individual, residing in Harris County, Texas.
Plaintiff Bryan Rodriguez is an individual, residing in Harris County, Texas.
Plaintiff Nicolas Alvarez is an individual, residing in Texas.
Plaintiff Alex Longoria is an individual, residing in Texas.
Plaintiff Xenn Frietze is an individual, residing in Texas.
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Plaintiff Jesikah Richmond, filing on behalf of minor child C.G., is an individual, residing
in Harris County, Texas.
Plaintiff Ethan Green is an individual, residing in Harris County, Texas.
Plaintiff Tim Sharkey is an individual, residing in Webb County, Texas.
Plaintiff Gregorio Villanueva is an individual, residing in Harris County, Texas.
Plaintiff Gerardo A. Villanueva is an individual, residing in Harris County, Texas.
Plaintiff Nicolas Melendez is an individual, residing in Texas.
Plaintiff Erica Sutton is an individual, residing in Texas.
Plaintiff Juan Guerrero is an individual, residing in Texas.
Plaintiff Markeyonna Benton is an individual, residing in Texas.
Plaintiff Hortencia Frausto is an individual, residing in Harris County, Texas.
Plaintiff Brenda Strayton is an individual, residing in Wharton County, Texas.
Plaintiff Michael Carpenter is an individual, residing in Harris County, Texas.
Plaintiff Juan Garcia is an individual, residing in San Bernardino County, California
Plaintiff Dametrice Potts is an individual, residing in Texas.
Plaintiff Mariah Ocha is an individual, residing in Texas.
Plaintiff Andre Booker is an individual, residing in Wharton County, Texas.
Plaintiff Desiree Gracia is an individual, residing in Fort Bend County, Texas.
Plaintiff Adela Alvarez is an individual, residing in Fort Bend County, Texas.
Plaintiff Phillip Conn, filing on behalf of minor child A.C., is an individual, residing in Harris
County, Texas.
Plaintiff Madison Dies is an individual, residing in West Baton Rouge Parish, Louisiana.
Plaintiff Michael Rassi, filing on behalf of minor child A.R., is an individual, residing in
Harris County, Texas.
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Plaintiff Jacob Hernandez is an individual, residing in Galveston County, Texas.
Plaintiff Jeremy Cortinas is an individual, residing in San Bernadino County, California.
Plaintiff Selena Elizondo is an individual, residing in Hidalgo County, Texas.
Defendant Apple, Inc. is a foreign corporation formed under California law and based in
Cupertino, California. Defendant has systematic, continuous, and specific contacts conduct, and
business activities, including, but not limited to, its conduct relating to the subject incident, within
Texas such that it is at home in the state. This Defendant may be served through its Texas based
registered agent, C T Corp System, at 1999 Bryan St., Ste. 900, Dallas, TX 75201-3136 USA.
Defendant Jacques Berman Webster, II aka “Travis Scott” is an individual domiciled
in the state of California. Defendant Webster has systematic, continuous, and specific contacts,
conduct, and business activities, including, but not limited to, maintaining a home in Texas at 5750
Main Street Houston, Texas 77005, as well as his conduct relating to the subject incident, within
Texas such that he is at home in the state. Defendant Webster may be served via the Texas
Secretary of State at P.O. Box 12079 Austin, Texas 78711-2079, to be forwarded to Defendant at
his home address of 12255 Sky Lane, Los Angeles, California 90049.
Defendant Aubrey Drake Graham aka “Drake” is an individual domiciled in the state
of California. Defendant Graham has systematic, continuous, and specific contacts, conduct, and
business activities, including, but not limited to, his conduct relating to the subject incident, within
Texas such that he is at home in the state. Defendant Webster may be served via the Texas
Secretary of State at P.O. Box 12079 Austin, Texas 78711-2079, to be forwarded to Defendant at
his home address of 5841 Round Meadow Road, Hidden Hills, California 91302.
Defendant Tristar Sports & Entertainment Group, Inc. is a foreign corporation formed
under Delaware law and based in Nashville, Tennessee. Defendant has systematic, continuous,
and specific contacts conduct, and business activities, including, but not limited to, its conduct
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relating to the subject incident, within Texas such that it is at home in the state. This Defendant
may be served through the Secretary of State of Texas at P.O. Box 12079 Austin, Texas 787112079, to be forwarded to its Tennessee based registered agent, Louise M. Taylor, at 11 Music Cir
S, Nashville, Tennessee 37203-4335.
Defendant Cactus Jack Records, LLC is a Limited Liability Company formed under
Texas law and is based in Houston, Texas. It may be served with process through its registered
agent Resident Agent, Inc. at 823 Congress Avenue, Suite P-4, Austin, TX 78701.
Defendant Grand Hustle Management, Inc. d/b/a Grand Hustle Records is a foreign
corporation formed under Georgia law and based in Atlanta, Georgia. Defendant has systematic,
continuous, and specific contacts conduct, and business activities, including, but not limited to, its
conduct relating to the subject incident, within Texas such that it is at home in the state. This
Defendant may be served through the Secretary of State of Texas at P.O. Box 12079 Austin, Texas
78711-2079, to be forwarded to its Georgia based registered agent, Tai Greene, at 2221 Peachtree
Rd., STE D-325, Atlanta, GA, 30309.
Defendant Epic Records, Inc. d/b/a Epic Records is a foreign corporation formed under
New York law and based in New York, New York. Defendant has systematic, continuous, and
specific contacts conduct, and business activities, including, but not limited to, its conduct relating
to the subject incident, within Texas such that it is at home in the state. This Defendant may be
served through the Secretary of State of Texas at P.O. Box 12079 Austin, Texas 78711-2079, to
be forwarded to its New York based registered agent, Corporation Service Company, at 80 State
Street, Albany, New York 12207-2543.
Defendant ASM Global, LLC is a limited liability company formed under Delaware law
and based in West Conshohocken, Pennsylvania. This Defendant may be served through its Texas
based registered agent, Corporation Service Company dba CSC - Lawyers Incorporating Service
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Company, at 211 E. 7th Street, Suite 620 Austin, Texas.
Defendant ASM Global Parent, Inc. is a corporation formed under Delaware law and
based in West Conshohocken, Pennsylvania. This Defendant may be served through its Texas
based registered agent, Corporation Service Company dba CSC - Lawyers Incorporating Service
Company, at 211 E. 7th Street, Suite 620 Austin, Texas.
Defendant Mark Miller is an individual domiciled in the State of Texas. He may be served
with citation through personal service at his domicile in Fort Bend County, Texas located at 10060
Plantation Mill PL, APT P, Missouri City, Texas 77459-6530 or wherever he may be found.
Defendant Keith Drew Butler is an individual domiciled in the State of Texas. He may be
served with citation through personal service at his place of business in Harris County, Texas
located at NRG Stadium, South Lobby, Houston, Texas 77054 or wherever he may be found.
Defendant Scoremore Holdings, LLC is a limited liability company formed under Texas
law and based in Houston, Texas. It may be served with process by serving its registered agent
Corporate Creations Network Inc. at 4265 San Felipe 1100, Houston, Texas 77027.
Defendant Scoremore, LLC is a limited liability company formed under Texas law and
based in Austin, Travis County, Texas. It may be served with process by serving its registered
agent Sascha Stone Guttfreund at 5704 West Hwy 290, Austin, Texas 78735.
Defendant Scoremore Mgmt, LLC is a limited liability company formed under Texas law
and based in Austin, Travis County, Texas. It may be served with process by serving its registered
agent Sascha Stone Guttfreund at 5704 West Hwy 290, Austin, Texas 78735.
Defendant Sascha Stone Guttfreund is an individual domiciled in the state of Texas.
Defendant Guttfreund may be served at her domicile located at 5704 West Hwy 290, Austin, Texas
78735, or wherever she may be found.
Defendant Trey Hicks is an individual domiciled in the State of Texas. He may be served

14

with citation through personal service at his domicile in Williamson County, Texas located at 4133
Sequoia Trail W, Georgetown, Texas 78628-1430 or wherever he may be found.
Defendant Live Nation Worldwide, Inc. is a corporation formed under Delaware law and
based in Austin, Texas. Defendant has systematic, continuous, and specific contacts conduct, and
business activities, including, but not limited to, its conduct relating to the subject incident, within
Texas such that it is at home in the state. This Defendant may be served through its registered
agent, Corporate Creations Network Inc., at 5444 Westheimer #1000 Houston, TX 77056.
Defendant Live Nation Entertainment, Inc. is a foreign corporation formed under
Delaware law and based in Beverly Hills, California. Defendant has systematic, continuous, and
specific contacts conduct, and business activities, including, but not limited to, its conduct relating
to the subject incident, within Texas such that it is at home in the state. This Defendant may be
served through its local registered agent, Corporate Creations Network Inc., at 5444 Westheimer
#1000 Houston, TX 77056.
Defendant Darryl Lamonte Platt is an individual domiciled in the State of Texas. He may
be served with citation through personal service at his domicile in Brazoria County, Texas located
at 2614 Sunshade Ct, Pearland, Texas 77584-4076 or wherever he may be found.
Defendant Contemporary Services Corporation is a foreign corporation formed under
California law and based in Northridge, California. Defendant has systematic, continuous, and
specific contacts conduct, and business activities, including, but not limited to, its conduct relating
to the subject incident, within Texas such that it is at home in the state. This Defendant may be
served through its Texas based registered agent, Corporation Service Company dba CSC - Lawyers
Incorporating Service Company, at 211 E. 7th Street, Suite 620 Austin, Texas.
Defendant Apex Security is an unincorporated sole proprietorship formed under the laws
of Texas and based in Humble, Texas. It is owned by Wilfredo P. Ordonez, who may be served at
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16819 Vandergrift Drive, Humble, Texas or wherever he may be found.
Defendant Paradocs Worldwide, Inc. is a foreign corporation formed under New York
law and based in New York City, New York. Defendant has systematic, continuous, and specific
contacts conduct, and business activities, including, but not limited to, its conduct relating to the
subject incident, within Texas such that it is at home in the state. This Defendant may be served
through the Secretary of State of Texas at P.O. Box 12079 Austin, Texas 78711-2079, to be
forwarded to its New York based registered agent, The Corporation, at 550 Vanderbilt Avenue,
Suite #722, Brooklyn, New York, United States, 11238.
Defendant South Texas EMS, LLC is a limited liability company formed under Texas
law and based in Houston, Texas. This Defendant may be served at its principal place of business
at 9898 Bissonnet Street, Houston, Texas, 77036.
Defendant Valle Security Texas, LLC is a limited liability company formed under Texas
law and based in Grand Prairie, Texas. This Defendant may be served through its registered agent
Johnathan Elliot at 1313 Burleson St. Grand Prairie, TX 75050.
Defendant State Patrol Services, LLC d/b/a SPS Security is a limited liability company
formed under Texas law and based in Houston, Texas. This Defendant may be served through its
registered agent Sirwan Hasan Muhammed, at 1600 Eldridge Pkwy #1004 Houston, Texas 77077
USA.
Defendant Re:source Event Group, LLC is a foreign limited liability company formed
under Florida law and based in Miramar, Florida. Defendant has systematic, continuous, and
specific contacts conduct, and business activities, including, but not limited to, its conduct relating
to the subject incident, within Texas such that it is at home in the state. This Defendant may be
served through the Secretary of State of Texas at P.O. Box 12079 Austin, Texas 78711-2079, to
be forwarded to its Florida based registered agent, Eric R. Rodriguez, at 1520 SW 190 Avenue,
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Pembroke Pines, Florida 33029.
Defendant Fuse Technical Group, LLC is a foreign corporation formed under Illinois law
and based in Schiller Park, Illinois. Defendant has systematic, continuous, and specific contacts
conduct, and business activities, including, but not limited to, its conduct relating to the subject
incident, within Texas such that it is at home in the state. This Defendant may be served through
its Texas based registered agent, Business Filings Incorporated, at 701 Brazos Street, Ste. 720,
Austin, TX 78701.
Defendant Harris County Sports & Convention Corporation is a corporation formed
under Texas law and based in Houston, Texas. This Defendant may be served through its registered
agent Kevin H. Hoffman, at One NRG Park, Houston, Texas 77054.
IV.
JURISDICTION AND VENUE
This Court has subject matter jurisdiction over this cause of action because it involves an
amount in excess of the minimum jurisdictional limits of this Court.
This case is not removable because no federal question is raised, and, although more than
$75,000 is sought, exclusive of interest and costs, there is not complete diversity amongst the parties.
Specifically, there are Plaintiffs from California, New York, and Texas suing Defendants from
California, New York, and Texas. Further, despite bringing claims on behalf of more than 100
persons, this action is not removable as a “mass action” under 28 U.S.C. § 1332(d)(11)(B)(i) because
(ii)(I) of the same section, excepts civil actions where “all of the claims in the action arise from an
event or occurrence in the State in which the action was filed.”
This Court has personal jurisdiction over Defendants because of Defendants’ systematic
and continuous contacts with the state of Texas, and, importantly, the causes of action arise from
Defendants’ specific contacts with Texas; Defendants’ conduct occurred in Texas, and the
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Plaintiffs were killed or injured here. The exercise of personal jurisdiction over all Defendants
comports with traditional notions of fair play and substantial justice.
Venue is proper in Harris County, Texas because the events that give rise to liability
occurred here.
V.
FACTUAL BACKGROUND
A. Introduction to the Parties.
1. Apple, Inc.
Apple, Inc. (“Apple”) is a multinational technology company with hundreds of subsidiaries
providing a multitude of music services. One of its services, Apple Music, partnered with Live
Nation and ASM in order to promote and live stream the events of Astroworld 2021. Apple actively
promoted and advertised the partnership and the Astroworld concert, and intended to profit
handsomely from it. Apple was well aware of Webster’s violent lyrics (“And it ain't a mosh pit if
ain't no injuries”), and his encouragement of conduct that would cause injury at the event. Apple
was well aware of Webster’s repeated violent rhetoric, both at concerts and on social media. Apple
knew he had encouraged his fans to attempt to attend his concerts without a ticket. Apple knew
that Webster had been arrested for inciting crowds. Apple knew that Webster in the past had
repeatedly encouraged the concert crowd to disregard security. Apple knew that Webster had
encouraged concertgoers to jump from the balcony, causing at least one to fall and be paralyzed.
Apple knew that Webster had, in the past, encouraged concertgoers to attack and beat individuals
that Webster pointed out in the crowd. Further, Apple was well aware of Live Nation’s long and
tortured history of reckless disregard to concertgoers. Apple’s involvement in the concert placed
a stamp of credibility to the concert and created even more excitement about it, exacerbating the
wild and out of control atmosphere. Apple made no efforts to ensure that the concert and
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performance that it promoted, and that it had exclusive rights to, was executed safely. Apple made
no efforts to warn participants of the danger involved.
Apple’s decision to partner with Live Nation, Webster, Graham, and Scoremore makes it
complicit and jointly and severally responsible for the deaths and injuries that foreseeably
occurred. Apple cannot reap the benefits of an exclusive partnership and streaming video from the
concert without sharing in the blame for how horribly it was managed. As a large corporation with
considerable influence, Apple could have and should have made demands regarding the safety of
the event. And Apple’s extensive experience with concerts as the largest music streaming platform
in the world should have certainly identified issues with the execution of the event had it bothered
to perform even a cursory review of the operation plans. That did not happen. What did happen
was Apple choosing to live stream some of the chaos on their platform before ultimately cutting
away. In the clip below, the lights on top of a police vehicle are seen from the stage as it attempts
to render aid while Defendant Webster continues to perform. Shortly after the camera cuts away,
rowdy concertgoers incited by Webster climbed on top of the vehicle and impeded its ability to
help those in need. Further, everyone who watched the Apple live stream saw a concert goer on
the stage, pleading for the performance to stop. Apple along with its partners, however, chose to
turn a blind eye.
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2. Jacques Berman Webster II aka “Travis Scott”
Jacques Berman Webster II is a native Houstonian who currently resides in Los Angeles,
California. Using the stage name “Travis Scott,” Webster has amassed a global following as a
rapper and performer. His particular style of music often glorifies violence and other dangerous
behaviors, while insinuating that these actions are consequence free by associating them with his
lavish lifestyle. Despite full awareness of his largely adolescent fanbase’s impressionable nature,
Webster has made a prolific career out of these ideas and practices. For instance, Webster refers
to his most die-hard fans as “sickos,” and commands their anti-social conduct with an almost
militaristic discipline; such was demonstrated during the events that give rise to this suit.
Examples of Webster’s reckless stewardship of his stardom number in the dozens, with
just as many victims. One particular instance of note resulted in Webster being placed on court
supervision for a year after pleading guilty to a 2015 charge for reckless conduct. That charge
resulted from a performance during Chicago’s Lollapalooza at which Webster encouraged his
“sickos” to put their “middle finger(s) up to security right now” and chant “we want rage!” In
response to both Webster’s and the crowd’s behavior, the police on scene were forced to stop
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Webster’s performance after only five minutes. They also detained Webster for questioning and
then charged him after he attempted to flee. Unlike the officials at Astroworld 2021, the police
providing security at Lollapalooza were prepared for the worst and in fact warned Webster and his
staff that the performance would be halted if he acted dangerously. Their prior warning was in
response to a concert tour littered with dangerous events earlier that year. Webster himself
encouraged and celebrated these dangerous events from his “Travis Scott” Instagram account.
Some of this foolishness is shown below:

The photos above show Webster glorifying events where young fans suffered bodily injury,
lost consciousness, and received life-saving medical treatment at a Webster concert; these injuries
occurred as a result of the environment Webster intentionally fostered and profited from. Webster
then published these photos with captions of encouragement, indicating that he relished these
outcomes essentially asking for more. The thousands of “likes” on Webster’s Instagram posts paint
a grim picture of the fan base he has amassed with his antics.
Webster was interviewed by GQ magazine where he was asked about the atmosphere of
his shows and why it seemed he encouraged his crowds in attendance to become violent with one
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another, Webster responded that “I always want to make it feel like it’s the WWF or some shit.”
The matches put on by the WWF (World Wrestling Federation,) are, of course, staged--with fake
emotion, fake rhetoric, fake violence, fake injuries and fake blood. The emotion, violence, and
rhetoric at Webster’s concerts are all too real, and have resulted in real injuries and real death.
In 2015, Webster was accused of inciting a crowd against his own security personnel at
one of his performances. He even began fighting with security personnel himself when they
intervened to try and restrain an unruly fan. The entire interaction was videotaped. It paints a
disturbing picture.

Throughout the video Webster shouts into his microphone “Fuck those lime green shirt
wearing motherfuckers! Fuck them up!” He goes on to chant, repeatedly: “We want rage!” to an
already very violent and extremely unruly crowd.
In April of 2017, at a performance in New York City, Webster encouraged fans to jump
from an upper deck balcony in order to “crowd surf,” a dangerous practice where concertgoers
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take what could be potentially lethal leaps from great heights into crowds of other fans, in the
hopes that they will be caught before they hit the ground. As with many of his antics, Webster can
be seen on video taunting young fans saying things like “They gonna catch you. Don’t be scared.
Don’t be scared!” and “I see you, but are you gonna do it?” One young concert goer, who attended
this particular show, sued Webster for serious injuries, claiming that he never intended to jump,
but was pushed by other fans incited by Mr. Webster. That young man is now paralyzed.
Later in 2017, Webster was arrested and charged with inciting a riot, disorderly conduct,
and endangering the welfare of a minor. The charges stemmed from his encouragement of
concertgoers to bypass security and rush the stage, during his performance at the Walmart
Arkansas Music Pavilion. Several people, including staff members at the concert, were injured in
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the ensuing chaos. Webster pleaded guilty to disorderly conduct and paid restitution to injured
concertgoers.
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During the 2019 Astroworld music festival, Webster encouraged his fans to storm the entry
barricades. Webster’s use of the phrase “be safe” couched in the middle of a comment clearly
intended to appeal to the violent tendencies of the crowd; Webster’s attempt to encourage but also
incite in the same message would be laughable if it was not so tragic. Three people were
hospitalized as a result of the violent turmoil at the 2019 Astroworld music festival.

Webster’s affinity for the storming of barricades and ignoring security measures appears
to border on an obsession at times. Reports from multiple shows, including Astroworld 2021,
describe ticketless fans waiting outside the venues for the “signal” from Webster. These fans are
either to sneak into the show by climbing over or around whatever fencing may be in place or are
to use mob force to knock down barriers.
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A Webster tweet from May of 2021 (shown above), which was sent after the event had
quickly sold out, indicates similar intent for Astroworld 2021. Webster, of course, has since deleted
this tweet.
In addition to posts he makes via twitter, Instagram and other social media before his
concerts, and in addition to the way he conducts himself at the concerts, Webster’s lyrics
themselves perfectly describe his attitude about concerts and how concertgoers should behave
there. As an example, the following lyrics appear in a main verse of “Stargazing,” one of the more
popular songs Webster has released:
Packin' out Toyota like I'm in the league
And it ain't a mosh pit if ain't no injuries
I got 'em stage divin' out the nosebleeds
It is difficult to take these words at anything other than face value. Words have an impact on
impressionable young fans.
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3. Aubrey Drake Graham aka “Drake”
Defendant Graham, like Defendant Webster, is a popular musician who performed at the
2021 Astroworld. While Graham does not have as prolific of a history inciting violence as does
Webster, Graham has greatly benefitted from Webster’s “sicko” legacy. Graham has performed
with Webster on multiple occasions, making millions of dollars, despite the numerous incidents
described above. When Graham accepted Webster’s invitation to perform at Astroworld 2021,
Graham was well aware of the damage Webster had caused at his shows in the past. Graham was
also well aware of the anticipated size and volatility of the crowd, and the likelihood of incitement.
Graham of course could have insisted on more and stricter security, and more and better trained
medical staff, prior to having his name and brand associated with the event. Graham failed to do
so. Instead, Graham did exactly the opposite, he bolstered Webster’s credibility and crowd size by
performing alongside him with no stipulations. Graham also refused to end the concert as the
deadly chaos ensued, just a few feet in front of the performers’ faces. Indeed, rather than end the
concert, Graham continued, and then after went for a party at Dave & Buster’s, and then to a strip
club where he spent more than $1 million.
4. Tristar Sports & Entertainment Group
Tri Star Sports & Entertainment Group (“Tri Star”) handles business management for
Defendant Webster. Upon information and belief, this corporation has represented Webster
throughout all the incidents described herein. This Defendant was well aware of Webster’s
repeated violent rhetoric, both at concerts and on social media. This Defendant knew he had
encouraged his fans to attempt to attend his concerts without a ticket. This Defendant knew that
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Webster had been arrested for inciting crowds. This Defendant knew that he had been known to
encourage the concert crowd to disregard security. This Defendant knew that Webster had
encouraged concertgoers to jump from the balcony, causing at least one to fall and be paralyzed.
This Defendant knew that Webster had, in the past, encouraged concertgoers to attack and beat
individuals that Webster pointed out in the crowd. Tri Star is well aware of, and has participated
in, each incident where fans have been attacked, mangled, injured, and trampled upon.

5. Cactus Jack Records, LLC, Grand Hustle Records, and Epic Records
Cactus Jack Records, LLC (“Cactus Jack”) is a record label founded in 2017 by Defendant
Webster. Webster started Cactus Jack not only to gain greater financial control over his music, but
also to profit from other talent he signed to the label. Cactus Jack has branded itself as a label that
promotes and encourages violence and recklessness. Cactus Jack is now known for such behavior.
Grand Hustle Management, Inc. (“Grand Hustle”) is an Atlanta based record label founded
by rapper Clifford Joseph Harris, Jr. (“T.I.”), and his business partner Jason Geter.
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Epic Records, Inc. (“Epic”) is a New York based Record label owned by Sony Music
Entertainment and a subsidiary of Sony Corporation of America.
Cactus Jack, Grand Hustle, and Epic (collectively “Record Labels”) are credited with
producing the Astroworld 2021 event, and upon information and belief, provided the “Travis
Scott” merchandise available for sale at the event, as this is typically a role of an artist’s record
label at their concert. These Defendants were well aware of Webster’s repeated violent rhetoric,
both at concerts and on social media. These Defendants knew he had encouraged his fans to
attempt to attend his concerts without a ticket. These Defendants knew that Webster had been
arrested for inciting crowds. These Defendants knew that he had been known to encourage the
concert crowd to disregard security. These Defendants knew that Webster had encouraged
concertgoers to jump from the balcony, causing at least one to fall and be paralyzed. These
Defendants knew that Webster had, in the past, encouraged concertgoers to attack and beat
individuals that Webster pointed out in the crowd. The Record Labels participated in Astroworld
2021 despite the glaring safety concerns and this knowledge, and did so for the sole purpose of
profiting from it.
6. The ASM Defendants
ASM Global Parent, Inc., through its subsidiary ASM Global, LLC (collectively “ASM”),
managed all events and activities held at NRG Park in Houston, Texas. ASM’s General manager
Mark Miller, and its Sales Manager Keith Butler, were both supposed to have direct oversight of
the Astroworld 2021 concert headlined by Defendant Webster. These Defendants were directly
responsible for the safety of all attendees at the concert. They were well aware of his repeated
violent rhetoric, both at concerts and on social media. They knew he had encouraged his fans to
attempt to attend his concerts without a ticket. They knew that Webster had been arrested for
inciting crowds. They knew that he had been known to encourage the concert crowd to disregard
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security. They knew that Webster had encouraged concertgoers to jump from the balcony, causing
at least one to fall and be paralyzed. They knew that Webster had, in the past, encouraged
concertgoers to attack and beat individuals that Webster pointed out in the crowd.
7. The Scoremore Defendants
Scoremore Holdings, LLC, Scoremore LLC, Scoremore, Mgmt, LLC, and Sascha Stone
Guttfreund, Scoremore Managing Member/Co-founder, and Trey Hicks (collectively the
“Scoremore Defendants”), served as promoters, public relations managers, and operators for the
Astroworld 2021 Festival. These Defendants were in a unique position to manage the rhetoric
around the event, and the attitude regarding safety for the event. These Defendants were well aware
of Defendant Webster’s repeated antics, at prior Astroworld concerts and others. They were well
aware of his repeated violent rhetoric, both at concerts and on social media. They knew he had
encouraged his fans to attempt to attend his concerts without a ticket. They knew that Webster had
been arrested for inciting crowds. They knew that he had been known to encourage the concert
crowd to disregard security. They knew that Webster had encouraged concertgoers to jump from
the balcony, causing at least one to fall and be paralyzed. They knew that Webster had, in the past,
encouraged concertgoers to attack and beat individuals that Webster pointed out in the crowd. the
Scoremore Defendants could have chosen to temper Webster’s rhetoric with public messages and
statements regarding safety and compliance with security measures. These Defendants also could
have encouraged stricter security at the event itself. There exists no evidence of any attempt on the
part of the Scoremore Defendants to counteract Webster’s violent and ultimately deadly rhetoric.
According to former employees of Scoremore, it is surprising that it took this long for
something tragic to happen at an event they were associated with. Former Scoremore employees
paint a picture of a company with a history of disorganization, cost-cutting, and unprofessionalism.
These former employees make clear there was no real structure to the business. Vital roles
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remained unfilled for long periods of time, and bottom-line driven decisions that put profits over
people.
8. The Live Nation Defendants
Astroworld 2021 was originally the brain child of Darryl Lamonte Platt (Live Nation
Entertainment, Inc.’s Director of Operations), Live Nation Worldwide, Inc., and Live Nation
Entertainment, Inc. (Collectively “Live Nation”). Live Nation approached ASM about holding the
Astroworld festival on the grounds of NRG Park. Live Nation ostensibly wanted a space large
enough to accommodate tens of thousands of fans. Live Nation insisted on an event using standing
room only seating, rather than providing rows of assigned seats. Standing room only seating allows
the promotor and organizer the ability to put more people into one space, and thus earning more
revenue for the same amount of space. Live Nation sought to extract maximum profits from the
Astroworld music festival. In an effort to generate more revenue, Live Nation also arranged for
live streaming and merchandising sales at the event. Practically everything Live Nation did in
relation to this event was designed to generate more revenue. This Defendant was well aware of
Webster’s repeated violent rhetoric, both at concerts and on social media. This Defendant knew
he had encouraged his fans to attempt to attend his concerts without a ticket. This Defendant knew
that Webster had been arrested for inciting crowds. This Defendant knew that he had been known
to encourage the concert crowd to disregard security. This Defendant knew that Webster had
encouraged concertgoers to jump from the balcony, causing at least one to fall and be paralyzed.
This Defendant knew that Webster had, in the past, encouraged concertgoers to attack and beat
individuals that Webster pointed out in the crowd. Despite possessing this knowledge, Defendant
Live Nation took no special precautions, and allowed the concert to proceed, unfettered.
Live Nation also contracted for security and medical care at the event. However, Live
Nation did not seek to ensure these services had adequate training and staff for an event expecting

31

more than 50,000 attendees. Live Nation sought to only “check off the box” for providing security
and medical care, and instead focused on the revenue generating aspects of the venture. This is
evidenced by the total lack of control starting in the early morning hours and continuing throughout
the course of the day on November 5, 2021.
This is not the first time Live Nation has been negligently discharged its duty to maintain
a safe environment for its patrons and staff. According to a review of court records, official
complaints and news reports, since 2006, Live Nation has been linked to at least 750 injuries and
approximately 200 deaths at its events in seven countries. Live Nation has also come under federal
scrutiny for work safety and antitrust violations.4 In 2017, Live Nation was forced to reach
informal settlements, in lieu of steep penalties, regarding numerous worker related violations.
Among some its more notable failures to protect its patrons are:
•

A lawsuit in 2016 which named Live Nation as being negligent in allowing a crowd
surge that resulted in the trampling and broken leg of a woman attending the
concert;

•

An explosion set off by a suicide bomber that killed 22 people at an Ariana Grande
concert in Manchester, England in 2017;

•

A mass shooting at a country music festival in Las Vegas in 2017 that killed 60;

•

A terrorist attack at a concert hall in Paris where 89 people were slain;

•

A stage collapse at the Indiana State Fair in 2011 that killed 61 people, a tragedy
for which Live Nation settled for $50 Million; and

•

A 2018 stampede caused by poor crowd control at a concert in Central Park in New
York City. Patrons at the show sued and stated in court documents that they were
trampled, pummeled, and assaulted.

4

Astroworld promoters oversaw other events where concertgoers trampled fellow fans, broke barricades
(houstonchronicle.com)
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The sad truth is that many have tried to hold Live Nation accountable for its reckless and
intentionally harmful practices in the past, but as evidenced by its repeated issues and the tragic
events of Astroworld 2021, those efforts have been largely unsuccessful.
9. Contemporary Services Corporation, Apex Security, SPS Security, and Valle
Security, LLC
Contemporary Services Corporation, Apex Security, SPS Security, and Valle Security,
LLC (collectively “Security Defendants”) are security entities contracted by ASM and Live Nation
to provide security and safety to concertgoers and staff at Astroworld 2021. According to personal
accounts from concertgoers, security personnel were few and far between. And, finding anyone
with authority to help alleviate some of the anguish was next to impossible. Not only that, many
report the security at the event appeared ambivalent to the suffering of those there, recording
surging crowds and people begging for help with their cell phones instead of rendering the aid they
were hired to perform. In some more disturbing accounts, security guards were actually assaulting
concertgoers who attempted to come to them for help. A video posted to twitter shows a security
guard from the event body slamming a patron seemingly just for being in his way. In the screenshot
below, NRG stadium can be seen in the background and a purple Astroworld banner can be seen
just above the unnamed security guard, who is in the process of throwing a patron over a barricade
and slamming his head onto the concrete. Shortly after the events in this portion of the clip, another
security guard steps up and attacks the person filming, knocking his phone from his hand. The
security companies at Astroworld were ill equipped to deal with 50,000 concertgoers, much less
the many more that attended. Moreover, the security personnel were not adequately trained, for
the most part had never worked together, and had never worked a mass event such as Astroworld.
Further, and importantly, the security companies had never worked together before, and there was
no overall coordination amongst them. The lack of security, from even before the opening of the
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gates at 10am on the morning of the concert, was evident, and was reason enough to stop the
concert even before any performer ever took the stage.

10. Re:Source Event Group, LLC and Fuse Technical Group, LLC
Re:source Event Group, LLC and Fuse Technical Group, LCC (Collectively “Design
Defendants”) are event design companies based out of Florida and Illinois, respectively. They
contracted with ASM and Live Nation in order to design the stages and sets used at Astroworld
2021. According to many news reports and experts, a lack of foresight and poor stage design
contributed to the tragedy that occurred at Astroworld 2021. Operators of the event had full
knowledge that more than 50,000 concertgoers could potentially be in attendance, and that these
concertgoers would attempt to gather in front of the stage where Defendant Webster would be
performing. Yet the stage designed by Re:source was far too small, and was ill equipped, to handle
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that many people. This inadequacy resulted in people being tightly crammed into the small pits
near the stage, where many eventually fell and were trampled. Many of the victims were injured
or died as a result of the surge from the rear as bodies became propelled forward and crushed
against one another.
11. Paradocs Worldwide/South Texas EMS
Paradocs Worldwide and South Texas EMS were two of the medical service providers that
were charged with providing medical services to concert attendees. Despite being well aware of
Webster’s previous antics, and despite knowing that more than 50,000 individuals would attend,
these Defendants were severely understaffed and limited in resources. Many of the individuals
who were charged with providing medical service had never worked an event such as Astroworld
before. Further, inadequate efforts were made to coordinate amongst the medical service providers,
the organizers, and security. Further, because NRG Park is a county property, city resources, such
as the 151 surrounding fire stations with ample EMS staff, had no jurisdiction. The organizers and
promoters of Astroworld failed to include the ample resources of the Houston Fire Department in
to the plan, but rather chose to save money contract with private services with limited resources.
Both Paradocs and South Texas EMS both boast extensive experience with providing medical
services to events and concerts. It defies logic that companies claiming such experience could
bring such limited resources to a concert expected to attract 50,000 attendees. The gross negligence
of the medical service providers contributed to the tragedy of Astroworld 2021.
12. Harris County Sports & Convention Corporation
Harris County Sports & Convention Corporation (“HCSCC”) owns the physical structures
at NRG park, including the stadium, other buildings, the parking lot, and everything else--except
for the ground itself, which is officially owned by Harris County. HCSCC had a duty to all
individuals who came onto its property. HCSCC sought to delegate this duty to festival organizers
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such as ASM and Live Nation. HCSCC cannot, however, delegate the blame for the horrible
mismanagement and negligence that occurred. HCSCC was well aware of Webster’s repeated
violent rhetoric, both at concerts and on social media. HCSCC knew he had encouraged his fans
to attempt to attend his concerts without a ticket. HCSCC knew that Webster had been arrested for
inciting crowds. HCSCC knew that he had been known to encourage the concert crowd to disregard
security. HCSCC knew that Webster had encouraged concertgoers to jump from the balcony,
causing at least one to fall and be paralyzed. HCSCC knew that Webster had, in the past,
encouraged concertgoers to attack and beat individuals that Webster pointed out in the crowd.
Further, A HCSCC was well aware of Live Nation’s long and tortured history of reckless disregard
to concertgoers. HCSCC turned control—not all control, but certainly some--of its park over to
Live Nation. This act, without putting precautions in place, was negligence and gross negligence.
B. Astroworld 2021 Was Destined for Failure from the Moment before it Ever Began.
The narrative regarding Astroworld 2021 to date is that deaths and injuries occurred
because a sea of out-of-control individuals rushed the stage around 9:00 pm. According to reports,
immediately prior and then during the time that Webster and Graham were on the stage, a crowd
surge towards the stage occurred, causing injury and death. This widely reported narrative paints
an incomplete picture. The truth is that the tragedy of Astroworld 2021 was in the making weeks
before the event.
1. The Week Leading Up to the Deadly Concert
NRG Park is located on property owned by Harris County. Harris county officials have
authority and oversight for all events held in the park. However, within the city’s power is the
authority to regulate what are designated as “special events,” to include events occurring at NRG
Park. Emails, permit applications, and plans related to Astroworld 2021 reveal a pattern of late
filings, rubber stamp approvals, and half-hearted efforts to ensure safe execution of the event.

36

These documents reveal that the failures of Astroworld began well before the first concert goer
crashed the security barricades the morning of November 5, 2021.
Despite Defendant Webster announcing the event on April 30, 2021, the first
communication regarding Astroworld 2021 from Webster with the Mayor’s Office of Special
Events did not occur until October 25, 2021, little more than a week before the event was scheduled
to take place. On October 31, 2021, in response to concerns raised at a public meeting, Webster
submitted revised plans. Although the Mayor’s Office approved those revised plans the next day,
debate between officials regarding them continued. On November 2, 2021, a project manager in
the Mayor’s Office notified a state transportation official of several NRG Park requests and
complained that they had arrived “extremely late to run through the typical steps.” The plan,
however, had already been approved by the Mayor’s Office and the concert was set to go on in
just three days. The one-page security plan included in the approved package only assigned twentysix officers to crowd control and sixty to traffic control. After the death and injuries occurred, the
city of Houston claimed that 528 Houston Police Officers were ultimately on the scene, but did
not specify how they were approved to work the festival or when they got there. According to a
statement released by Houston Police Chief Finner, he met with Defendant Webster just prior to
the event taking place to express his public safety concerns associated with the event. The truth is,
despite his long history, and despite the lack of planning or promptness in providing required
documentation, Webster knew that City officials would not cancel his event—he knew that he
could be tardy in his submissions; he knew that he could provide incomplete and shoddy planning
documents; he knew that he could flout the rules and, yet, the show would go on. And it did.
The Astroworld event operations plan turned out to be a cut-and-paste document, shoddily
thrown together with little forethought, evidencing a complete disregard to previous like events
and the reckless conduct of the star performer. The plan included details on how to respond to
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threats such as lost individuals, missing children, traumatic injuries, deaths, active shooters and
unruly fans, but it did not address unauthorized concertgoers, unruly crowds, mass casualties, or
crowd surges. Given Webster’s previous conduct, the operations plan ignored the most deadly and
foreseeable threats that would be encountered that day.
2. Astroworld 2021
Harris County owns NRG Park. The City of Houston permits “special events.” To ensure
that there are no gaps in safety or confusion in execution, proper prior planning of an event at NRG
is essential. Failure to properly plan can create gaps in safety and blind spots in security and
medical care for those that attend events at NRG. One such gap at Astroworld 2021 was the
insistence on using private medical providers service to provide care for any sick or injured. The
capabilities of the Houston Fire Department (HFD) dwarf most of like services in the United States.
For cost purposes, however, the professionals at HFD were not employed. Even had a few HFD
first responders been allowed inside NRG’s gates—which they were not—such individuals would
have had the resources of the entire HFD available to them in the event a mass casualty event
occurred, or even if it appeared one would likely occur. Despite not being engaged, HFD did in
fact station one team outside NRG’s gates. Those individuals logged the activity in the park. The
log’s timeline paints a dark picture of an event that was well out of hand from the moment it began.
•

8:15 A.M. Lt. Barrow requests riot equipment.

•

9:15 A.M. HPD preparing to open gates to participants.

•

9:20 A.M. Participants have breached secondary checkpoint.

•

9:23 A.M. Participants have breached main gate and bypassed covid testing
checkpoint.

•

9:25 A.M. HPD request medical for 4 individuals.

It is clear to see that things are already beginning to get out of control even before the gates
were officially opened.
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•

9:35 A.M. Apex Security requests assistance at venue gates.

•

10:00 A.M. Venue gates opened.

•

10:02 A.M. Venue fences damaged, no control of participants.

•

10:05 A.M. Breached Merchandising lines (no control over Merchandise).

•

10:19 A.M. Crowd trying to push down final barrier – merchandising.

•

10:30 A.M. More police requested behind merchandising.

•

10:54 A.M. Approximately 100 participants jumping the fence into purple lot.

•

11:10 A.M. Request for Medic at Merch shop @ green lot.

•

11:18 A.M. Group of 200 approaching McNee/Kirby near gate 10. Group of 200
rushing gate 10. Participants are now dismantling barricades.

•

11:21 A.M. HPD – Attempt to shut down Bridge to Green Lot if needed.

Less than two hours later, large groups presumably comprised of “sickos” outnumber the
requested number of police and are already rushing the gates and dismantling barricades. Police
begin discussing the possibility of shutting down lots and entrances to try and control access to the
event.
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The above diagram shows the layout of NRG Park for demonstrative purposes. The
extensive number of access points, both those authorized and those forcibly opened, show just how
difficult it must have been for the meager forces to maintain security and control.
•

11:32 A.M. – Two participants jump fence into Texans practice field.

•

11:33 A.M. Need medical to blue lot for female patient having seizure.

•

11:36 A.M. Participants storming venue entrance

•

11:39A.M. Multiple people without wristbands arriving @ green lot.

•

11:49 A.M. HPD to shut down merchandising.

•

12:07 P.M. Participants going under fence @ 1313 Green lot.

•

12:13 P.M. Adult detainees to purple lot. Juveniles to reunification.

•

12:17 P.M. Participants have broken gate 13 in Green lot.

•

12:38 P.M. S.W.A.T. drone reported in Teal Lot.

•

12:56 P.M. Field Force Five assigned to Green Lot.

•

12:59 P.M. Participants attempting to get under fence.
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•

1:21 P.M. All 5 Harris County transports in service. Possible issue with Apex
transporting HPD officers.

•

1:26 P.M. Participants using bolt cutters to enter into green lot.

•

1:58 P.M. Large Crowd Rushing VIP entrance.

•

2:44 P.M. Report of breached fence 2686 Murworth, Wilshire

•

2:59 P.M. Report of group of individuals causing damage to property @
Murworth/Lanternpoint.

•

3:21 P.M. HPD requests assistance to yellow lot for large group trying to go over
fence at Main/Murworth corner. HPD also requests medical to yellow lot.
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•

3:54 P.M. Paradocs reports 54 patients treated since beginning of event.

•

4:20 Large group charged Main gate unsuccessfully.

•

4:41 P.M. Approximately 150 rushing gates at Kirby and Westridge.
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The images above show mobs pushing through ten-foot fences by sheer force and rushing
into the venue.
•

4:45 P.M. HPD requesting assistance to yellow lot for imminent fence breach, SW
corner.

•

4:51 P.M. HPD reports that crowd is pushing down fence around stage 2.

•

4:54 P.M. HPD reports of dangerous crowd conditions at stage 2. 2686 Murworth
report of individuals with guns, 15-20 people witnessed.

•

5:05 Paradoc reporting 2/3 full – 26,021 security scanned, 3-5K not scanned, per
NRG Command.

•

6:42 P.M. Main & Murworth group of people wanting to rush fence.

•

6:48 P.M. [Paradocs] state 174+4 transported by HCEC (Harris County Emergency
Crew)

•

6:48 P.M. Main & Murworth HPD states the crowd is growing and discussing
rushing the gate.

•

6:54 P.M. Large crowd runs into hotel.

•

6:55 P.M. Large crowd rushes VIP Area, 100+

•

7:15 P.M Mob by Main Street

•

7:24 P.M. 250 Participants rushing pedestrian bridge.
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•

7:30 P.M. Participants have knocked down fence at stage 1.

•

7:46 P.M. Multiple individuals on Texans practice field.

•

7:50 P.M. [HPD requests buses to transports detainees]

By the 8:00 pm, HPD is requesting buses to move the detainees, due to the sheer number
of unruly individuals. Keeping them detained on site requires resources to be pulled away from
other crowd control measures. It is clear that the security personnel and police presence were
grossly overwhelmed.
•

9:02 P.M. HPD indicated approximately 55,000 participants at the event.

•

9:06 P.M. Group reported to be scaling fence in purple lot at McNee.

•

9:08 P.M. 200 breaching fence from Main Street into yellow lot.

•

9:11 P.M. Barricade around stage 2 compromised

•

9:18 P.M. reports of individuals with crush injury/breathing difficulty, Paradocs en
route.

•

9:28 P.M. “This is when it all got real”

The quote from 9:28 P.M. confirms the outcome that the events of the day have been
leading up to. Sheer chaos had erupted as breach after breach, crowd rush after crowd rush had
overtaken the festival. Barricades had been destroyed or pushed aside, and Defendant Webster’s
“sickos” had entered the premises unauthorized and rushed the stages causing panic, trampling,
and deadly crowd surges.
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•

9:30 P.M. HPD reports multiple people trampled, passed out in front of stage,
security is remaining to rear of stage.

•

9:32 P.M. HPD report of unconscious female in the middle of crowd.

•

9:33 P.M. report of multiple people down in the crowd.

•

9:35 P.M. HFD radio operator advised we have at least five 9-1-1 calls related to
unconscious persons in crowd. Report of possible CPR.
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HFD personnel outside NRG gates declared a mass casualty event at 9:38 pm. Despite this
declaration, Defendant Webster continued the show for another forty minutes, even introducing
and preforming with Defendant Graham. These Defendants continued to perform, despite accounts
that lifeless bodies being passed through the crowd in full view of the stage. Emergency vehicles
that attempted to render aid in the crowd were attacked and jumped on (shown below). As people
fell and were stepped on, and as multiple episodes of cardiac arrest were occurring throughout the
crowd, the show raged on, and the “sickos” loved it. At one point (shown below), Defendant
Webster can even be seen looking in the direction of a lifeless body being dragged away as he
performs only a few feet away. Defendant Webster did not even acknowledge the scene in front
of him.
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The above images demonstrate the extent of the chaos occurring within the crowd while
Defendants Webster and Graham continued to perform. In one of the widely circulated images
above, a woman climbs through what she described as a “sinkhole of bodies” to reach a camera
operator on top of the stage. She attempts to inform the camera operator of the death just below
him and he does not seem to respond in anyway other than telling her that she is not allowed to be
on the stage with him.
•

9:52 P.M. IC requests level 1 MCI

•

10:01 P.M. Reported Cardiac in progress

•

11:16 P.M. Cardiac Arrrests: 2x Herman TMC, 2x Ben Taub, 1x Methodist, 1x
Park Plaza, 5x Unknown transports.

•

12:08 A.M. 11 CPR – 9 total fatalities, 1 critical, 2 admissions.

The last log entry reveals the carnage from the night’s activities: preventable deaths and
hundreds of preventable injuries. As victims were being transported either to the morgue or the
hospital, Webster and Graham were enroute to their after party. They both now claim they had no
idea that individuals had been killed and severely injured. Their claims of ignorance are belied by
the fact that they were mere feet from bodies being carried from the crowd.
The real-time logs of HFD reveal that the organizers, promoters, security, medical provider
companies, performers, and every other entity and individual involved had ample opportunity to
stop the event long before anyone was injured—and they should have. All are jointly and severally
responsible for failing to do so.
VI.
CAUSES OF ACTION
A. Negligence/Gross Negligence (All Defendants; Only the minor Plaintiffs bring suit
against Live Nation at this time)
Plaintiffs incorporate the above paragraphs as if set forth in full below.
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At all relevant times, Defendants had a duty of reasonable to those that attended Astroworld
2021. Defendants breached that duty of reasonable care in the following ways, including but not
limited to:
•

Failing to properly plan the concert so that it could be executed safely;

•

Failing to properly train security personnel;

•

Failing to have an adequate security plan;

•

Failing to have an adequate medical services plan;

•

Failing to have an adequate operations plan in place;

•

Failing to learn from past mistakes;

•

Engaging in or allowing incitation of the crowd;

•

Engaging in or allowing encouragement of the entry of nonticketed individuals;

•

Failing to responsibly deal with City and County officials;

•

Failing to engage adequate security;

•

Failing to properly train employees and contractors or ensure they were trained;

•

Failing to engage adequate medical personnel;

•

Failing to provide adequate water and other essentials;

•

Failing to properly secure the concert grounds from un-ticketed entrants;

•

Failing to monitor the premises before and during the concert;

•

Failing to have adequate equipment on site;

•

Failing to timely respond or otherwise act upon patrons’ need for immediate medical
attention;

•

Failing to notice or take precautions against crowd surge;

•

Failing to adequately staff employees and security to maintain control of the crowd;

•

Failing to adequately train and supervise employees on the reporting and discovery of
injured individuals and/or person and/or injurious activity;
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•

Failing to adequately provide safe entrance and exit plans in general and in emergency
situations;

•

Failing to employ adequate safety measures;

•

Proceeding with concert despite knowing that it was not properly planned;

•

Continuing to promote the concert knowing that there were past security and safety issues;

•

Continuing to promote and participate in the concert knowing that there were serious
security and safety issues even before it began;

•

Continuing to participate in the concert knowing that there were ongoing security and
safety issues;

•

Failing to warn concert goers of the dangers involved;

•

Encouraging the performers to engage in dangerous conduct for the purposes of profit;

•

Encouraging a dangerous, out of control atmosphere at the concert;

•

Failing to prevent unsafe conditions; and

•

Failing to stop the festival when it became dangerous and life-threatening for its attendees.
At all relevant times, Defendants knew or should have known that it was reasonably

foreseeable that breach of their duties could foreseeably result in catastrophic injury and harm to
others, including staff, guests, first responders, and concertgoers, such as Plaintiffs, and the
community at large.
As a direct and proximate result of Defendants’ negligence, Plaintiffs sustained serious
injuries and damages, including physical injuries, severe emotional distress, pain and suffering,
medical expenses, and other economic and non-economic damages in amounts in excess of the
jurisdictional limits of this Court.
Defendants’ conduct indicates that Defendants knew of the risk of harm, but proceeded
with indifference to the welfare of the Plaintiffs. As such, Defendants’ conduct was malicious and
grossly negligent. Because Defendants’ conduct was felonious, the punitive damages sought are
not subject to capping.
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B. Respondeat Superior/Agency (All Defendants)
Plaintiffs incorporate the above paragraphs as if set forth in full below.
At all times, Defendants’ employees were agents and/or servants on behalf of Defendants.
These Defendants exercised control over their employees, and at all relevant times, Defendants’
employees were operating within the scope of their employment for them.
As such, these Defendants are responsible for the conduct and damages caused by any
conduct of their employees that contributed to the damages sought in this suit.
C. Wrongful Death – Axel Acosta
Plaintiff Edgar Raul Acosta brings suit for the wrongful death of his son, Axel Acosta against
all Defendants. The Estate of Axel Acosta also seeks survival damages, to include the conscious predeath pain and suffering and mental anguish of Axel Acosta.
D. Premises Liability– All Defendants Who Had Some Control of Site
Plaintiffs reallege and incorporate by reference, every allegation contained in this Petition, as
though set forth fully herein.
At all relevant times, Defendants had a duty of reasonable care in the protection and
safeguarding of persons on the NRG Park premises where the third annual Astroworld Festival 2021
was held on November 5, 2021.
Defendants breached their duty of reasonable care in conducting the Astroworld Festival on
the NRG Park premises, including but not limited to: (1) failing to design, build, provide, and mark
adequate exits in case of emergency; (2) failing to provide an adequate space to accommodate the
size of the expected crowd of 50,000 people, (3) failing to provide a standing surface where
participants were not prone to falling; (4) failing to properly train and supervise employees in an
appropriate plan of action in case of a foreseeable event, such as a crowd surge and other emergencies;
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and (5) failing to ensure individuals responsible for safety, security, and the provision of medical
services were adequately staffed and trained.
VII.
DAMAGES
A. Edgar Raul Acosta
This action is partly brought pursuant to §§ 71.001-71.012 of the Texas Civil Practice and
Remedies Code. Plaintiff Edgar Raul Acosta brings an action for the wrongful death of Axel
Acosta. Plaintiff, under the wrongful death statute, is entitled to recover damages for:
1. Pecuniary Loss: Pecuniary loss resulting from the death of Axel Acosta, including, but
not limited to, the loss of advice and counsel, care, maintenance, support, services, and
earning capacity, as well as the reasonable contributions of pecuniary value that
Plaintiff or any heirs would in reasonable probability have received from him had he
lived.
2. Mental Anguish: Mental anguish suffered as a result of the death of Axel Acosta,
including, but not limited to, the emotional pain, torment, and suffering that Plaintiff’s
or Decedent’s heirs would in reasonably probability, experience from the death of a
family member.
3. Loss of Companionship and Society: Loss resulting from Axel Acosta’s death,
including, but not limited to, love, companionship, comfort, and society that Plaintiffs
and Decedent’s heirs would in reasonable probability had experienced if David Loree
had lived;
4. Loss of Inheritance: The earnings, if any, of Axel Acosta, in excess of the amount he
would have used for the support of himself and his family, and in which reasonable
probability would have been added to his estate and left to Plaintiffs or Decedent’s heirs
at his natural death had he lived.
5. Medical and Death Expenses: Actual damages, including, but not limited to, medical
expenses, death expenses, and funeral expenses caused by Defendants’ conduct.
Additionally, on behalf of the Estate of Axel Acosta, Plaintiff Edgar Raul Acosta also seeks
survival damages, to include damages for the conscious pain and suffering and mental anguish that
his son, Axel Acosta, experienced prior to his death.
B. Remaining Plaintiffs
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As a direct and proximate result of the foregoing events, the remaining Plaintiffs suffered
damages in the past and, in reasonable probability, will continue to suffer damages in the future,
including physical pain and mental anguish, loss of wages and loss of earning capacity,
disfigurement, physical impairment, and medical care, all for which Plaintiffs seek recovery
herein. Plaintiffs seek all allowable damages for their injuries allowed by Texas law, to include
damages for past, present and future mental anguish, pain and suffering, and medical expenses.
C. All Plaintiffs
The damages sought herein are the direct and/or proximate result of the foregoing events, and
Plaintiffs or Decedent’s heirs have suffered damages in the past and, in reasonable probability, will
continue to suffer damages in the future, all for which Plaintiffs seek recovery herein. Because the
conduct of the Defendants is the type that involve egregiousness, malice, and proceeding in the
face of a known risk without regard for Plaintiffs’ well-being, Plaintiffs also seek punitive
damages, costs, pre-judgment and post-judgement interest. Because the conduct of one or more of
the Defendants was felonious, such punitive damages are not subject to capping.
VIII.
JURY TRIAL DEMAND
Plaintiffs demand a jury trial and tender the appropriate fee with this Petition.
IX.
CONDITIONS PRECEDENT
All conditions precedent to Plaintiffs’ right to recover have been fully performed, or have
been waived by Defendants.
X.
PRAYER
Plaintiffs pray for judgment against Defendants in the amount of five hundred million
dollars ($500,000,000) for actual damages for pecuniary losses, mental anguish, loss of
companionship and society, loss of inheritance, pain and mental anguish, medical expenses, and
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funeral expenses; two hundred and fifty million dollars ($250,000,000) in exemplary damages;
pre- and post-judgment interest as allowed by law; all costs of Court; and all such other and further
relief, at law and in equity, to which Plaintiffs may be justly entitled.

Respectfully submitted,

THE BUZBEE LAW FIRM
By:

/s/ Anthony G. Buzbee____
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State Bar No. 24088227
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State Bar No. 24107465
lsims@txattorneys.com
J.P. Morgan Chase Tower
600 Travis, Suite 7300
Houston, Texas 77002
Telephone: (713) 223-5393
Facsimile: (713) 223-5909
www.txattorneys.com
Attorneys For Plaintiffs

55

