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It’s time for Texas parents and the public to
have more power over the decisions that

impact the education of our children and cost
taxpayers billions of dollars.



A parent was offered a voucher for her two children, but ultimately turned it down
when she was unable to find a nearby private school that offered the dyslexic
remediation services that her children needed. Lack of transportation and application
deadlines also made the process difficult to navigate. 

She is one of nearly 25,000 families who declined a voucher by late August 2026.
(Houston Chronicle, 'Couldn't find a school': Why only 76% of Texas' school voucher recipients have used them, August 24, 2026.)

CHOICE ON PAPER, NOT IN PRACTICE

In May 2026, the Texas Center for Voucher Transparency (TXCVT) examined the
application and admissions process at 59 private schools approved to participate in the
new Texas Education Freedom Account (TEFA) voucher program in four Texas House
districts. Our preliminary review found that Texas families face multiple barriers when
seeking to access private schools. Examples of barriers include tuition, mandatory fees,
and selective admission criteria. Moreover, the analysis found that many private schools
do not publicize information online (e.g., tuition, fees, or student selection criteria),
making it difficult for families to access basic information about voucher-accepting
private schools in their area. In some instances, private schools have no online
presence at all.

This report is an extension of the preliminary review and reflects data from each of the
221 voucher-accepting private schools located in the 15 House Public Education
Committee member districts at the time of the study. To better understand the
structural factors that shape access to the TEFA private school market, we examined
school type (e.g., religious, early childhood, Montessori, special education focus, virtual
or online school), admissions practices, enrollment criteria, cost structures, and
transparency features in the application process (i.e., ease of accessing information.)

TXCVT’s analysis of the expanded dataset reinforces the central conclusion from our
preliminary review and raises new trends that did not surface during the initial review.
Our analysis strongly suggests that access to private schools under the TEFA voucher
program remains conditional and is not guaranteed for many families due to various
barriers. Some of these barriers include the total cost of attendance, selective admission
requirements, such as religious affiliation, and what can be a complex, multi-step
application process. The expanded sample also shows that private schools currently
approved to participate in the TEFA voucher program skew heavily toward serving only
the youngest Texans (i.e., three, four, and five-year-olds in prekindergarten and
kindergarten.)

The Texas Center for Voucher Transparency is an initiative of Our Schools Our Democracy, an independent, nonpartisan
501(c)(3) nonprofit established to protect the fundamental rights of all Texans to a free, public education. 
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KEY FINDINGS FROM THE REVIEW

1 Over half of voucher-accepting private schools serve only
Pre-K or kindergarten students.

Texas families who have been awarded a private
school voucher under the TEFA program may have

more choice on paper than in practice.

2 Almost half of voucher-accepting private schools are
religious. 

3 More than a quarter of the private schools raised specific,
special education-related concerns, such as statements
that they cannot serve students with specific disabilities.

4 Over half of private schools do not publicly post tuition on
their website. Nearly half of those that do post tuition charge
more than the base voucher amount.

5 Most Texas families seeking to use a voucher at a private
school must undergo a complex, multi-step admission
process, oftentimes with limited information available online.

Purpose
This report is a review of the application processes of voucher-accepting private schools
from the 15 House Public Education Committee member districts. It is not an academic
study or an audit of voucher-accepting private schools’ internal policies or practices.
Rather, the purpose of this review is to illustrate how a typical Texas family trying to
use a voucher might experience the search and application process for a private
school. The report is designed to present high-level trends, not to judge the specific
policies of any one private school. Accordingly, screenshots of private school admission
policies and documents are provided, but not identified by name.  

3The Texas Center for Voucher Transparency is an initiative of Our Schools Our Democracy, an independent, nonpartisan
501(c)(3) nonprofit established to protect the fundamental rights of all Texans to a free, public education. 

https://osod.org/


TEFA voucher-approved private schools reviewed by House District, combined both rounds.

Methodology
TXCVT researchers reviewed online information for 
221 private schools* approved by the Texas Comptroller to

*Private schools may apply to participate in the TEFA voucher program on a rolling basis. A
complete list of schools reviewed is provided in the appendix.

A total of 221 voucher-
accepting private schools are

included in the review.

participate in the TEFA voucher program at the time of the study. The research team
gathered standardized data from private school websites, including admissions
materials, handbooks, enrollment agreements, and tuition schedules. Examples of the
type of data analyzed include grade levels served, tuition and fees, religious affiliation,
application process, admission criteria, nondiscrimination policies, and any other
disclosed enrollment practices or criteria.
Notably, this data was not necessarily available online for every school. Findings are
based on information that the private schools elected to disclose on their websites, or
when available, in online materials. If a private school did not make certain data
available on its website, its absence was documented as a measure of transparency for
families seeking to enroll in that school.
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1.  OVER HALF OF VOUCHER-ACCEPTING PRIVATE SCHOOLS SERVE ONLY
PRE-K OR KINDERGARTEN STUDENTS

Out of the 221 voucher-accepting private schools reviewed, 121 schools or a majority of
schools - 55% combined – enroll only Pre-K or Kindergarten students. For families with
children in elementary, middle or high school this means they have a substantially
narrower set of options than the overall school count suggests.  

Figure 1. School category mix across all 221 reviewed schools; categories are not mutually exclusive.

“Once I started pricing the private schools, I was like, ‘Okay, well, [the voucher
award] will cover most of it, if not all of it,” Gonzalez said. “But I couldn't find a
school.”

[...]The other schools near her on the Texas Education Freedom Account
map were daycares or pre-Kindergarten options, she said, which weren’t
what she was looking for. 
Source: Houston Chronicle, 'Couldn't find a school': Why only 76% of Texas' school voucher recipients have
used them, August 24, 2026.
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2. ALMOST HALF OF VOUCHER-ACCEPTING PRIVATE SCHOOLS ARE RELIGIOUS.

Religious affiliation is the most common structural
factor influencing a family’s access to a private
school under the TEFA voucher program. 

Some private schools require students to pledge a
specific faith in the application. Not every religious
school requires all students to be of a particular
faith, but religion may still serve as an informal
gatekeeper since families from a different faith - or
who don’t identify with a particular faith - may feel
uncomfortable applying.  

Religious Institutions
99 of 221 private schools
are religious45%
Apply Faith Filters
51 of 221 use religious
preference in admissions23%

Common Faith Requirements 

Attestation or demonstration of faith is a common requirement among faith-based
private schools. Many schools require families to sign statements of faith, adhere to
religious agreements, or demonstrate regular participation in worship services.
Policies of this nature may act as a filter for families who have different religious
beliefs or practices.
Religious affiliation may influence tuition rates. Some faith-based schools apply a
member/non-member pricing structure. For example, the family of a parishioner of a
Catholic church may be charged less for tuition than a family that worships
elsewhere or nowhere at all. 
Religious requirements may extend beyond admission. Some schools explicitly state
that continued enrollment is contingent upon maintaining religious expectations,
such as regular church attendance or participation in certain religious practices.

KEY FINDINGS

Admission priority 
Tuition pricing (parish vs
non-parish rates) 
Continued enrollment
eligibility 

Statements of faith 
Church attendance or parish
membership 
Chapel or worship participation 
Behavior aligned with doctrinal
expectations

Where Faith Affects Access 

Religion is the dominant gatekeeper. 
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Although the TEFA voucher program is
required by law to prioritize applications
from families with students who require
special education services, many of the
voucher-accepting private schools
reviewed for this report explicitly state that
they do not provide special education
services. Additionally, many private schools
state in their materials that they reserve the
right to deny admission based on a
subjective determination of “right fit.”

3. MORE THAN A QUARTER OF THE PRIVATE SCHOOLS RAISED SPECIFIC,
SPECIAL EDUCATION-RELATED CONCERNS, SUCH AS STATEMENTS
THAT THEY CANNOT SERVE STUDENTS WITH SPECIFIC DISABILITIES.

What we found was that finding a
private school that felt

comfortable taking her was a lot
harder than I expected, and then

the hoops that they were trying to
get us to jump through, in a way,

were kind of harmful to her,
Pritchett explained.

Source:  The Texan, Inside the Texas Education
Freedom Accounts Program: Two Families’

Experiences, July 31, 2026.

An example of a voucher-accepting private school’s language on special education

of the 221 schools examined for
this report exist specifically to
serve special education students. 3%

include information on their
website that raised specific,
special education-related26%

concerns, such as explicit statements that
the school cannot serve certain disabilities

At times, parents must disclose sensitive
disability information. Some schools require
families to disclose medical, psychological,
developmental, and special education records
such as:

Individual Education Plans (IEP)

Section 504 plans

evaluations

medical/psychological diagnoses

Most private schools evaluate each student on a
case-by-case basis before making an admissions
decision.

Other voucher-accepting private schools filter
students by requiring disability-related medical or
psychological information during the admissions
process. 

Special education services are not guaranteed.
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A voucher award does not guarantee admission into a private school. Students with
disabilities may have less access to voucher-accepting private schools than students
without disabilities. Sometimes this barrier is stated explicitly, and sometimes it’s implied
through added costs or requirements or by an absence of special education services.

Even after admissions, family or student compliance with a school’s stipulations for
admittance can affect continued enrollment. Some schools require families to
participate in conferences or follow recommended evaluations for learning or behavioral
concerns, and failure to comply is grounds for dismissal. Others state that they may
discipline or even dismiss a student without first notifying parents. 

Private schools may explicitly deny admission to students with disabilities. 
Several schools state they will not serve students with certain disabilities or support
exceptional needs, including:

A family was awarded a $15,000
voucher for a child with disabilities.

They completed an evaluation
with their preferred school and 
the school said the child would 
be successful in a program with
an annual tuition of $16,800.

After the evaluation, the school
requested a photo of the child
and the exact amount of the
family’s voucher. Then, the school
notified the family that their child
had been accepted - but in a
different program costing $25,800
a year.

specific autism levels

ENROLLMENT IS NEVER GUARANTEED

emotional or behavioral disorders

identified learning needs

8The Texas Center for Voucher Transparency is an initiative of Our Schools Our Democracy, an independent, nonpartisan
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I question the necessity of
requesting a photograph of my

[child] as part of the admissions
process and am concerned about

how that information may have
been used. These circumstances

have left me with concerns
regarding the fairness and

consistency of the admissions and
placement decisions.

Source: Report submitted to 
TXCVT Voucher Watchdog 

Reporting System

https://osod.org/
https://osod.org/voucher-watchdog-reporting-system/
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Registration and application fees

Technology and supply fees

Uniform and activity fees

Transportation costs

Athletics and extra-curricular fees

Penalties for late pick-up and late payments

Mandatory fundraising or service requirements

4.  OVER HALF OF PRIVATE SCHOOLS DO NOT PUBLICLY POST TUITION ON
THEIR WEBSITE. NEARLY HALF OF THOSE THAT DO POST TUITION CHARGE
MORE THAN THE BASE VOUCHER AMOUNT.

Published tuition across the 221 reviewed private
schools spans a wide range - from $4,800 to
$49,000 annually. But the sticker price rarely
tells the full story. Where determinable, 
tuition and fees often exceed the base $10,474 TEFA voucher, leaving many families
responsible for paying the difference. 

EXAMPLES OF ADDITIONAL FEES

51% 112 schools (51%) do not
post tuition anywhere
on their website. 

Nearly half of schools that do post
tuition (47%) exceed the base

$10,474 voucher. 

The total cost of attending a
private school extends well

beyond tuition. Many schools
charge additional fees for
applications, enrollment,
registration, technology,

supplies, or uniforms. 

TUITION COSTS REACHED

$49,000
Cost is a universal filter.
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Tuition is variable for different students.
The research team identified 43 schools
that publish tuition rates that vary by
grade level, enrollment status, or
payment method. As noted in a
previous section, several schools
charge higher tuition for families who
are not members of the private
school's affiliated church or parish.

Tuition
Researchers found no evidence that
transportation would be provided at
any of the reviewed schools, creating
an additional barrier for families
without reliable transportation or
flexible work schedules.

Transportation

Financial aid
Financial aid information is
inconsistent. Few schools publish
scholarship opportunities on their
website or online materials.

45% 
or 73 private schools either

state no financial aid is
available or provide no

financial aid information. 

We knew [using a voucher to
enroll at a private school]

was a risk, but no one
mentioned the fees, all the

costs and mandatory
requirements.

Source:  Houston Press, Abbott’s School
Vouchers: Godsend or Disappointment?

August 20, 2026.

A Houston-area parent received a
voucher for her dyslexic child. She found
a private school, enrolled her child,
purchased textbooks and uniforms, and
registered for sports.

Then, just days before the start of
school, she was told that the school’s
only contracted certified language
therapist was not an approved vendor
in the voucher program.

She was told she would need to spend
another $6,000 out of pocket to pay for
the therapist for her child.

Source: Houston Press, Abbott’s School
Vouchers: Godsend or Disappointment? August
20, 2026.

BEHIND THE HEADLINES
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The majority of schools reviewed for this report use admission as a multistep filtering
system. Typically, families and students must take several actions, such as:

 5. MOST TEXAS FAMILIES SEEKING TO USE A VOUCHER AT A PRIVATE
SCHOOL MUST UNDERGO A COMPLEX, MULTI-STEP ADMISSION PROCESS,
OFTENTIMES WITH LIMITED INFORMATION AVAILABLE ONLINE.

Texas lawmakers have explicitly prohibited the state from imposing rules that
would interfere with a voucher-accepting private school’s admissions and
employment practices or their religious values, practices, or curriculum choices. 

Most of the voucher-accepting private
schools reviewed for this report do not rely
on a simple, one-step application or
enrollment process.

Only 24 schools (11%)
offer an online-only
application.

In many instances, online admissions information is not available on public-facing
websites. As a result, families seeking admission to these voucher-accepting schools
cannot review admissions requirements or determine basic eligibility without first
contacting the school. The lack of readily available online information is a barrier for
many families, making it more difficult to make informed decisions early in the
application process.

taking a campus tour

submitting a written application

participating in an interview

completing an academic assessment

undergoing subjective determination
of “right fit” by a team of reviewers

TXCVT researchers
could not locate a

website for

11%
or 24 of the 221

schools reviewed

Layered admissions systems are the norm.
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Tuition on request only
Some private schools only disclose tuition rates to parents who make a direct
inquiry to the school. 

The availability of online information varies widely across the sample of private schools
examined for this report. Oftentimes, families must begin the admissions process before
knowing the total cost of attendance or eligibility requirements, making it difficult to
fully explore the private school marketplace or adequately compare schools. 

Common information limitations include:

Minimal online presence
Missing or incomplete websites with unclear or unavailable admissions criteria.

Hidden handbooks
 Some private schools use password-protected admissions documents. 

Hidden fees
In some cases, parents may only review fee structures after completing
application steps.

Campus tours are often the required first step.
100 schools (45%) require or reference a campus tour as part of the
admissions process. Many schools require that these tours be
completed before a family can submit an application.

41 schools (19%) require an interview with the student, parent, or
both, while 16 schools (7%) require letters of recommendation.

Additional admissions requirements are common.

For families
applying to

private
school:

Working a full-time job with kids, and with their special needs and their after-
school stuff, and everything they have going on, just finding the time to sit and

navigate through all of that has been hard, she said.
Houston Chronicle, 'Couldn't find a school': Why only 76% of Texas’ school voucher recipients have used
them’, August 24, 2026  
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WHO IS BEST EQUIPPED TO NAVIGATE THE TEFA VOUCHER-ACCEPTING
PRIVATE SCHOOL MARKET?

The dataset of the 221 voucher-accepting private schools across 15 House districts paints
a clear picture: The TEFA marketplace is not a universally accessible program. Rather, it
rewards families who already enjoy substantial social and economic advantages. 

Some of these advantages include:

Time and availability

As described in this report, the
process for applying to and enrolling
in a private school often involves
multiple steps and requirements,
including mandatory tours, required
interviews, and academic or special
education assessments. In addition,
many schools require direct contact
just to begin the application process.
These steps demand significant
parental time, which may be a barrier
for working families with inflexible
schedules. 

Religious alignment

The research team found that 45% of
the sample of private schools
reviewed are explicitly religious, and
a meaningful subset of these schools
apply faith-based admissions
preferences, membership-based
tuition tiers, or have ongoing
expectations of religious
participation.

Financial resources

The research team found that
published tuition ranges from $4,800
to $49,000. However, half of the
private schools examined for this
report disclose no tuition figure at all
on their website. Additionally, even
"lower cost" schools may carry hidden
costs such as transportation or
mandatory fees. 

Familiarity with private school
admissions procedures

Navigating a selective, process-heavy,
and lengthy admissions process requires
knowledge of how private schools
operate. Many families do not have this
kind of specialized knowledge.
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Structural Barrier What It Looks Like in Practice

Age-Restricted
Access

More than half of all reviewed schools (55%) enroll only PreK or PreK–K
students, meaning the practical options for families with older children
are considerably narrower than the total school count implies.

Religious
Concentration

45% of all reviewed schools are religious, and many use faith-based
admissions preferences or requirements that affect student eligibility,
tuition, and enrollment priority.

Special
Education

Services Not
Guaranteed

26% of all reviewed schools include information on their website that
raised specific, special education-related concerns such as explicit
statements that the school cannot serve certain disabilities.

Cost Exceeds
Voucher
Amounts

Where determinable, tuition and fees often exceed the $10,474 TEFA
voucher, leaving many families responsible for out-of-pocket costs.
Published tuition figures range as high as $49,000 annually.

Selective
Admissions

Multi-step admissions processes — tours, interviews, evaluations, and
subjective "fit" determinations — create barriers for families. Schools
frequently require direct contact just to begin the application
process.

The private education landscape across these 221 schools is multi-layered
and conditional on alignment across multiple factors - religious, financial,
informational, and philosophical. Expanding options on paper does not
guarantee access in practice. 

BOTTOM LINE: MORE OPTIONS ON PAPER THAN IN PRACTICE

This report was produced by the Texas Center for Voucher Transparency (TXCVT), an initiative of Our Schools Our
Democracy (OSOD), an independent, nonpartisan 501(c)(3) nonprofit established to protect the fundamental
rights of all Texans to a free, public education. OSOD supports transparency, fiscal responsibility, and fairness in
the implementation of the $1 billion taxpayer-funded Texas Education Freedom Accounts (TEFA) voucher program.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Across all 221 voucher-accepting private schools reviewed, the landscape is
characterized by the same structural barriers identified in the original May 2026 review —
now confirmed at more than three times the sample size, and across nearly four times
as many Texas House districts.
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APPENDIX

1.   Examples of application and admission processes.
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2.  Examples of Statement of Faith and Family Agreements.
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3.  Example of Disciplinary and Continued Enrollment Policy.

4.  Examples of Special Education and LBGTQ+ Admissions Policies.
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5.  Example of Member Priority Admissions Policy.

6.  Example of Medical / Psychological Evaluation During Admissions.
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Table 1. Voucher-approved private schools reviewed by TX House District,
combined across both rounds as of May 10, 2026. (n = 221).
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	[...]The other schools near her on the Texas Education Freedom Account map were daycares or pre-Kindergarten options, she said, which weren’t what she was looking for.
	Source: Houston Chronicle, 'Couldn't find a school': Why only 76% of Texas' school voucher recipients have used them, August 24, 2026.

	2. ALMOST HALF OF VOUCHER-ACCEPTING PRIVATE SCHOOLS ARE RELIGIOUS.
	Religion is the dominant gatekeeper.
	Religious affiliation is the most common structural factor influencing a family’s access to a private school under the TEFA voucher program.
	Some private schools require students to pledge a specific faith in the application. Not every religious school requires all students to be of a particular faith, but religion may still serve as an informal gatekeeper since families from a different faith - or who don’t identify with a particular faith - may feel uncomfortable applying.  



	45%
	Religious Institutions

	23%
	Apply Faith Filters
	Common Faith Requirements
	Statements of faith
	Church attendance or parish membership
	Chapel or worship participation
	Behavior aligned with doctrinal expectations
	Admission priority
	Tuition pricing (parish vs non-parish rates)
	Continued enrollment eligibility

	Where Faith Affects Access
	KEY FINDINGS
	Attestation or demonstration of faith is a common requirement among faith-based private schools. Many schools require families to sign statements of faith, adhere to religious agreements, or demonstrate regular participation in worship services. Policies of this nature may act as a filter for families who have different religious beliefs or practices.
	Religious affiliation may influence tuition rates. Some faith-based schools apply a member/non-member pricing structure. For example, the family of a parishioner of a Catholic church may be charged less for tuition than a family that worships elsewhere or nowhere at all.
	Religious requirements may extend beyond admission. Some schools explicitly state that continued enrollment is contingent upon maintaining religious expectations, such as regular church attendance or participation in certain religious practices.

	3. MORE THAN A QUARTER OF THE PRIVATE SCHOOLS RAISED SPECIFIC, SPECIAL EDUCATION-RELATED CONCERNS, SUCH AS STATEMENTS THAT THEY CANNOT SERVE STUDENTS WITH SPECIFIC DISABILITIES.
	Special education services are not guaranteed.


	3%
	26%
	What we found was that finding a private school that felt comfortable taking her was a lot harder than I expected, and then the hoops that they were trying to get us to jump through, in a way, were kind of harmful to her, Pritchett explained.
	Most private schools evaluate each student on a case-by-case basis before making an admissions decision.
	Private schools may explicitly deny admission to students with disabilities.
	Several schools state they will not serve students with certain disabilities or support exceptional needs, including:
	specific autism levels
	emotional or behavioral disorders
	identified learning needs



	BEHIND THE HEADLINES
	I question the necessity of requesting a photograph of my [child] as part of the admissions process and am concerned about how that information may have been used. These circumstances have left me with concerns regarding the fairness and consistency of the admissions and placement decisions.
	A family was awarded a $15,000 voucher for a child with disabilities.
	They completed an evaluation with their preferred school and
	the school said the child would
	be successful in a program with an annual tuition of $16,800.

	ENROLLMENT IS NEVER GUARANTEED
	A voucher award does not guarantee admission into a private school. Students with disabilities may have less access to voucher-accepting private schools than students without disabilities. Sometimes this barrier is stated explicitly, and sometimes it’s implied through added costs or requirements or by an absence of special education services.
	Even after admissions, family or student compliance with a school’s stipulations for admittance can affect continued enrollment. Some schools require families to participate in conferences or follow recommended evaluations for learning or behavioral concerns, and failure to comply is grounds for dismissal. Others state that they may discipline or even dismiss a student without first notifying parents.
	4.  OVER HALF OF PRIVATE SCHOOLS DO NOT PUBLICLY POST TUITION ON THEIR WEBSITE. NEARLY HALF OF THOSE THAT DO POST TUITION CHARGE MORE THAN THE BASE VOUCHER AMOUNT.


	$49,000
	Cost is a universal filter.


	51%
	EXAMPLES OF ADDITIONAL FEES
	Registration and application fees
	Technology and supply fees
	Uniform and activity fees
	Transportation costs
	Athletics and extra-curricular fees
	Penalties for late pick-up and late payments
	Mandatory fundraising or service requirements

	Tuition
	Financial aid
	Transportation

	45%
	or 73 private schools either state no financial aid is available or provide no financial aid information.
	BEHIND THE HEADLINES
	A Houston-area parent received a voucher for her dyslexic child. She found a private school, enrolled her child, purchased textbooks and uniforms, and registered for sports.
	Then, just days before the start of school, she was told that the school’s only contracted certified language therapist was not an approved vendor in the voucher program.
	She was told she would need to spend another $6,000 out of pocket to pay for the therapist for her child.
	We knew [using a voucher to enroll at a private school] was a risk, but no one mentioned the fees, all the costs and mandatory requirements.

	5. MOST TEXAS FAMILIES SEEKING TO USE A VOUCHER AT A PRIVATE SCHOOL MUST UNDERGO A COMPLEX, MULTI-STEP ADMISSION PROCESS, OFTENTIMES WITH LIMITED INFORMATION AVAILABLE ONLINE.
	Layered admissions systems are the norm.
	Most of the voucher-accepting private schools reviewed for this report do not rely on a simple, one-step application or enrollment process.
	Only 24 schools (11%) offer an online-only application.
	The majority of schools reviewed for this report use admission as a multistep filtering system. Typically, families and students must take several actions, such as:
	TXCVT researchers could not locate a website for




	11%
	or 24 of the 221 schools reviewed
	taking a campus tour
	submitting a written application
	participating in an interview
	completing an academic assessment
	undergoing subjective determination of “right fit” by a team of reviewers
	In many instances, online admissions information is not available on public-facing websites. As a result, families seeking admission to these voucher-accepting schools cannot review admissions requirements or determine basic eligibility without first contacting the school. The lack of readily available online information is a barrier for many families, making it more difficult to make informed decisions early in the application process.
	Texas lawmakers have explicitly prohibited the state from imposing rules that would interfere with a voucher-accepting private school’s admissions and employment practices or their religious values, practices, or curriculum choices.


	Houston Chronicle, 'Couldn't find a school': Why only 76% of Texas’ school voucher recipients have used them’, August 24, 2026
	WHO IS BEST EQUIPPED TO NAVIGATE THE TEFA VOUCHER-ACCEPTING PRIVATE SCHOOL MARKET?
	The dataset of the 221 voucher-accepting private schools across 15 House districts paints a clear picture: The TEFA marketplace is not a universally accessible program. Rather, it rewards families who already enjoy substantial social and economic advantages.
	Some of these advantages include:
	Time and availability
	As described in this report, the process for applying to and enrolling in a private school often involves multiple steps and requirements, including mandatory tours, required interviews, and academic or special education assessments. In addition, many schools require direct contact just to begin the application process. These steps demand significant parental time, which may be a barrier for working families with inflexible schedules.
	Navigating a selective, process-heavy, and lengthy admissions process requires knowledge of how private schools operate. Many families do not have this kind of specialized knowledge.

	Familiarity with private school admissions procedures
	Religious alignment
	The research team found that 45% of the sample of private schools reviewed are explicitly religious, and a meaningful subset of these schools apply faith-based admissions preferences, membership-based tuition tiers, or have ongoing expectations of religious participation.

	Financial resources
	The research team found that published tuition ranges from $4,800 to $49,000. However, half of the private schools examined for this report disclose no tuition figure at all on their website. Additionally, even "lower cost" schools may carry hidden costs such as transportation or mandatory fees.


	BOTTOM LINE: MORE OPTIONS ON PAPER THAN IN PRACTICE
	Across all 221 voucher-accepting private schools reviewed, the landscape is characterized by the same structural barriers identified in the original May 2026 review — now confirmed at more than three times the sample size, and across nearly four times as many Texas House districts.
	The private education landscape across these 221 schools is multi-layered and conditional on alignment across multiple factors - religious, financial, informational, and philosophical. Expanding options on paper does not guarantee access in practice.
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